THE BATTLE OF FRANCE
be the loser. When an animal's wounded in
its vitals it shouldn't waste its strength/
'What do you mean by its vitals?*
Its fleet, first of all. . . . Germany's has never
been strong. The Narvik affair will have dealt it an
almost mortal blow. And prestige. . . . Until now
the dragon has struck terror into the heart of the
universe. Now he's seen to be vulnerable/
'And clumsy!' another said. 'What could have
been the objects of this move? To keep the iron ore
and occupy the coast? The iron ore is lost, and so
will the coast be sooner or later. Adolf Hitler is
unequalled at subversion and corruption, but his
strategy is not so brilliant/
'That's all very well, but his generals are a
different proposition. And his army is still intact/
'True enough. We're not at the blood and froth
stage yet. Fafaer will still do lots of damage. But
all the same, he's bleeding. . . /
After the victory of Narvik, the German radio
was the delight of the mess. Its refusal to recognize
evidence, its naive shifts before it reluctantly
acknowledged what had become ancient history, and
its general lack of courage were pitiful.
'The German announcer,' said the B.B.C., *is
acquainting his listeners with the destruction of their
fleet with a caution which in the circumstances is
quite natural. He is breaking the news gently/
I do not know which editor was responsible for
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